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Notes from Mack April 2015 Recruitment Trip to Beijing and Lanzhou 

D. Mack 4/26/15 

   In a nutshell: China has more good students than good thesis projects, while JLab/JEF has 

more good projects than good students. This was a trip to prime the JEF recruitment pump at 

institutions not covered by LiPing last Fall.  The potential benefits of recruiting at flagship 

universities in a country as large as China cannot be overemphasized.  

     I visited two universities and two institutes. Each site is unique. While the universities are at 

least superficially what you’d expect, the institutes are quite different from JLab due to a larger 

fraction of their research funding being unconnected with the on-site accelerator.   

   One thing we’re looking for is junior/senior undergrads at Chinese universities that want to 

attend U.S. graduate departments to do JEF research. Bringing them for a short visit might 

grease the skids. We’re also looking for “extra” grad students at Chinese universities where the 

professors don’t have enough good projects and are sufficiently interested in JEF to be willing 

to arrange travel support for 1-4 years and probably help edit a thesis.  Table 1 below contains 

a summary of recruitment strategies .  

Table 1 Chinese student recruitment options. The funding source CSC is the China Scholarship Council (Zhongguo Liuxue 

Jijingwei 中国留学基金委  which has an English website at http://en.csc.edu.cn/ ). 

Where 
Matriculated 

Short Description Comment Lead Time 

U.S. University Undergrad applies to U.S. graduate program at 
ODU or W&M. 

Student spends a year 
taking courses and 

passing the Qualifier. (A 
Chinese Master’s student 

would presumably go 
faster.) 

Finding the student an 
RA may be an issue, but 
time limits are generous 
and there’s no need to 

produce a Chinese thesis. 

>9 months 
 

(assumes students 
don’t take TOEFL and 

GRE(s) until they 
graduate) 

Chinese University 1 year university funding 
(available at Qinghua U., 
not sure about others) 

Time is too short for a 
thesis project, but 
perhaps a small project 
leading to a Master’s … ? 

>3 months 

2 year CSC funding This time is a bit tight. 
One might need 1 year of 
additional funding from 

JLab or the home 
university.  

>3 months 

4 year CSC funding Nice option.  >3 months 

 

https://www.google.com/search?biw=1024&bih=646&q=%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E7%95%99%E5%AD%A6%E5%9F%BA%E9%87%91%E5%A7%94&spell=1&sa=X&ei=2iI9VaysCsiWNp2PgYAN&ved=0CBoQvwUoAA
http://en.csc.edu.cn/
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   The institutes have no undergrads, and all their grad students are nominally committed, so 

they’re not the best place for student recruitment. But they are a potential source of post-docs 

and visiting scholars, and perhaps they’ll participate in future FCAL-II construction. So my 

purpose in visiting them was to provide them with an update on JEF/GlueX, wave the JLab flag, 

discuss ideas for eta’ measurements with the BESIII guys, and generally get to talk to a lot of 

smart people.  

   Chinese PI’s are busy. They’ve got experiments and in some cases operational responsibilities 

at their domestic accelerators, teaching, good funding opportunities for lab equipment 

(sometimes irrationally good),   proposal preparations for new accelerators in China, ongoing 

SoLid detector R&D with possible commitments for eventual construction, etc. 

   Groups doing research with ion beams (Qinghua U., IMP) are intellectually far from JEF/GlueX 

physics. However, we are on the same page when it comes to experiments/detectors and 

mentoring students. These groups are doing nice GEM R&D work for SoLid. Collaborating on 

SoLid has presumably helped them prepare a proposal for a Chinese EIC.       

   There is a limited window of time for recruiting any given undergrad for grad school. 

Someone from JEF needs to give one seminar/colloquium per year at each targeted university. 

The topic doesn’t have to be JEF (we don’t want to wear out our welcome), but it should be 

JLab research.  

  Most Chinese institutions require theses to be written in Chinese. We should insist that any 

JEF students write an unofficial copy of their thesis in English first so it can be easily referenced.  

They can then translate and format an official Chinese copy for their home institution.  

 

Beijing: 

IHEP  

No seminar, just discussions and lunch. IHEP physics is well-matched to JEF/GlueX. I already 

posted notes of my discussions with Fang, ShuangShi and Liu, Huaimin at 

https://cnidlamp.jlab.org/RareEtaDecay/JDocDB/node/63 . We need to follow-up on the status 

of this visiting scholar from Wuhan. It sounds like she can be valuable. (When I was reviewing 

papers before the discussions, I noticed at least one guy from Mainz has joined the BESIII light 

meson working group. Not sure how we dropped the ball on recruiting him. JLab is a shorter 

flight from Germany than Beijing.)   

Note: FFS might come to JLab for Hadron later this year. I owe him lunch.  

https://cnidlamp.jlab.org/RareEtaDecay/JDocDB/node/63
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Qinghua University (Host: Xiao, Zhigang)   

     Professor Xiao is active in ion beam research at the IMP facility in Lanzhou. Between that, 

running his research group, teaching, and some GEM work for SoLid, he seems quite busy. The 

most likely scenario for Qinghua participation in JEF/GlueX would be steering junior/senior 

undergraduate students toward graduate departments like W&M or ODU.  Xiao taught me a lot 

about funding opportunities for students.  

   About 20 students attended the seminar, roughly half undergrads and half grad students. 

There were lots of questions at the end. Two masochistic undergrads stuck around for further 

discussions; Xiao said he had recently taught them about Dalitz plots in class. 

  Xiao said he was satisfied the JEF program was interesting, and he would encourage 

undergrads that want to go to grad school in the U.S. to work on JEF/GlueX. 

    Notes: Gorgeous campus next to an enticing restaurant district. For reasons that I don’t 

understand, this university seems to be quite rich. However, it took me a few days to stop 

writing “Qingdao” instead of “Qinghua” in my notes.  

 

 

 

Lanzhou: 

Lanzhou University (Host: Hu, Bitao assisted by Ma, Lingling and Qiu, XiYu) 

     Professor Hu is in the department of nuclear physics whose graduates go into careers in 

nuclear medicine, atomic energy, etc.  In addition to his administrative and teaching duties, he 

has been involved in the hypernuclear and Gep programs in Hall C. They have a small but 

impressive lab devoted to polarized 3He cell work where his undergrads get hands-on 

experience. His group has also received a large grant from the NSFC(?) and has purchased a 

great deal of equipment to construct a femto-second laser lab.  

     There were about 20 students plus some young staff at the seminar. There were lots of 

questions.  One student who works in their 3He cell polarization measurement facility will 

attend W&M in Fall 2015 to work with Averett/JPChen possibly on the upcoming A1n 
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measurement. The Master’s student who filled and K-doped the 3He cell, Xian Wenduo, was 

planning to apply to U.S. grad schools after he graduates in 2 months (ie, after he studies for, 

then takes his TOEFL and GREs). That won’t put him in the U.S. until Fall 2016, but I plan to 

follow up.  

   Professor Hu provided a student for PrimEx-II. I’m wondering if he’ll continue his collaboration 

with the PrimEx-Eta? 

    Notes:  Lanzhou U. has some serious issues with sprawl (several downtime campuse where 

seniors and grad students live, plus a large satellite campus where freshmen-juniors live) and 

growth (they’re talking about building another satellite campus, but it looks like they are 

struggling to maintain the downtown campuses).  Students are wasting time on the bus to take 

courses at other campuses.   

 

IMP (Host: Chen, XuRong) 

   About 20 graduate students and staff (including a group of euro-american theory postdocs) 

attended the seminar. There were lots of questions. There were good discussions with students 

and staff after the talk and at dinner. Our JEF physics is far removed from the present IMP ion 

program and a possible future Chinese electron+ion collider program.  (The latter is one of Dr. 

Chen’s priorities.) 

Notes: Zhang, Pengming was out of town. The theorists are surprisingly active in the IMP 

experimental seminars.  

 

 

 

 


